An airgun…what gun to buy and why!!!
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That can be a tough and perplexing question and should be given a bit of consideration. This just might assist you in making a determination and get your thoughts in motion. 

There are a myriad of guns out there to choose from and to make the determination of what gun to buy you should ask the last part of the question first, “why”. What are you going to use it for and what do you expect out of it. Is it for plinking…maybe hunting or pest control…or both…competition perhaps….??? Here are some things to weigh when considering what to buy.
There are five basic power plants in today’s airgun.

1- MultiPump airguns

2- Co2 powered guns

3- Spring powered airguns

4- Gas Ram powered airguns
5- PCP airguns. (Pre-charged Pneumatic)

Each has their pro’s and cons. Let’s review them briefly.  

MultiPumps….
Pro’s….Usually not too pellet fussy. Usually not hold sensitive. They have very little recoil and usually pretty accurate. Not hard on scopes.

Con’s…Requires pumping multiple times, anywhere from 7 or 8 pumps to as many as 15 pumps to bring up the pressure to shoot. That can get to be tiring as well as boring. A lot of work and awhile between shots. Can be pretty loud shooting.
Co2 guns….

Pro’s…Usually not too pellet fussy. Usually not hold sensitive. They have very little recoil and usually pretty accurate. Not hard on scopes. Fun guns to shoot and no work. Can be bulk filled.

Con’s…Co2 guns are more a less a seasonal gun because Co2 is temperature sensitive. The optimum range for shooting is between 60 and 85-90 degrees. The lower the temperature the less efficiency and less power is developed. The cost per shot, though not expensive, is higher because the Co2 cartridges need to be replaced (depending on the gun) every 60 or so shots. Usually pretty loud when shooting.
Spring powered airguns….
Pro’s…The most common airgun today. Very efficient power plant and depending on the gun can be very powerful. Cock it one time; insert a pellet and your ready to shoot. Many out of the box are very powerful and accurate and if tuned, can be a super.

Con’s…Depending on the gun, can be very cheap or very expensive and you do get what you pay for although many of the mid priced Chinese guns have come a long way and might want to be considered. Springer’s can be very twangy with a lot of torque. Recoil is moderate to heavy and for that reason and due to the double recoil that they develop can be very hard on scopes. Most are pellet sensitive and usually requires trying different pellet to determine what works best in them. They can also be very hold sensitive and most are a gun that you need to “learn” to shoot. They are unlike any other air rifle and all springers are different. 
Gas Ram powered airguns:

Pro’s…The Gas Ram or Gas Piston has come into its own the last few years and are the alternative to the spring in the springer gun. The difference between a gas ram and springer is the ram for the most part.  When they work, they are very good. The torque is nonexistent, there is no spring twang and can be very powerful depending on the make and model gun. 

Con’s…A little harder cocking cycle than a springer usually. They also usually have a little heavier recoil and can be very hard on scopes. They are also a bit heavier as a rule. The life of the rams is still questionable and they are much more expensive to replace. 

PCP airguns. (Pre-charged Pneumatic)

Pro’s…This is the way to go for the person that want’s the best of all of the above and can afford the extra cost. Very powerful and accurate and most are pretty quiet. There is no recoil. Not hard on scopes and for the most part, very efficient. 
Con’s… Usually pretty expensive compared too many of the other guns although the price of them have come down significantly the last few years. The real cost is not so much the gun itself as is the accessories for the air supply. And pumping them up is a real challenge and so the alternatives. That said, if a person is willing to spend a little more, PCP is the way to go.

About caliber…briefly

There are four basic caliber of guns mass manufactured today. They are the .177, the .20, the .22 and the .25. A rule of thumb is to use a larger caliber, say a .22 if the gun is to be used predominantly for hunting. .20 caliber kinda gives you the best of both worlds. A .177 is excellent for target and plinking but can also be used to small game and small pest control. 
 There are also many different types of pellet including the wadcutters (flat nose) used for target shooting, dome type and pointed pellets. The best all around general use pellet (good for hunting, target as well plinking) is a dome type pellet. The one thing about pellets and pellet guns is that you will need to try different pellets to determine what works best in your particular gun.

 There are articles on my website on the “Airgun Info” page regarding pellets as well as a lot of other informational articles.
One other thing that a person may want to take into consideration is the type of sights he may want to use. There are open sights, scopes or the combination of both. Just be aware that there are many guns today that do not incorporate open sights and are scope mounted only sighting. That’s not everybody’s cup of tea. And on springer’s and gas ram guns, the scopes and mounts that are sold as a package with the gun do not usually hold up very well.
So there you have it in a nut shell for what it’s worth. But let me make a suggestion. Before you buy, go to a few of the reputable airgun sights and read. And register and ask questions. It’s free and you get the value of many other airgun enthusiasts’ information. You can get the good, the bad and the ugly. Take advantages and learn from other every day true life experiences of other airgun owners. Check the two out below.
http://www.gatewaytoairguns.org/
http://www.network54.com/Forum/275684/
 I strongly suggest that you do not go to some of the blog’s that are put up by various vendors on the internet and if so, take the info with a grain of salt. After all, they have their own agenda and are for the most part are self promoting. 

Bottom line….I get a tremendous amount of E-mails, sometimes several a day, inquiring about “What gun should I buy” or “What gun would you suggest” or “Of these choice, which would you choose and why”. 

There are many variables in choosing an airgun including cost, type stock, power, power plant, caliber, intended usage, and weight to name a few. I DO NOT SUGGEST SPECIFIC GUNS FOR PURCHASE. That is an individual’s choice and he must do the research to determine what would be best for him and his expectations as well as requirements. Hopefully the information above will be of some help.
Thanks all

CharlieDaTuna
